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Introductions

Sign In Here
Name, Student(s)/Position, School(s), What Brings You Here?

https://forms.gle/NQ6Kce1R4MfWNCKQ6


SEPAG 
The purpose of this group is to strengthen and enhance partnership

between students, parents, and education professionals.

a) To positively impact the education of all students with an emphasis on those with special 

needs.

b) To represent students and parents of students needing or receiving special services.

c) To act as a resource for all parents.



SEPAG 
The Gloucester City Public Schools Special Education Parent Advisory Group exists to fulfill 

the requirements of the New Jersey Administrative Code 6A:14-1.2(h): 

“Each Board of Education shall ensure that a special education parent advisory group is in 

place in the District to provide input to the District on issues concerning students with 

disabilities.”







Role of Child Study Team
• The CST is made up of a school social 

worker, school psychologist, and a 
learning consultant. 

• Manage the IEP. 
• Develop and teach intervention 

strategies to help students achieve 
academic goals. 

• Help students learn strong social skills, 
as well as strategies for conflict 
resolution and anger management.

● Aide parent access to special 
educational programs and resources for 
students with special education needs. 

● Point of contact - available to students 
for questions and concerns. 

● Consult with teachers regarding 
accommodations, goals and objectives. 

● Provide counseling services and crisis 
intervention services as needed.



Role of Child Study Team
• Transition planning - Annual Review 

Meetings are held to discuss progress 
and develop a new plan for the following 
year. 

• Help support students' academic and 
social/emotional well-being. 

• Manage graduation requirements. 
• Works closely with school counselors to 

meet student needs. 

● Consult with teachers regarding 
accommodations, goals and 
objectives. 

● Provide counseling services and crisis 
intervention services as needed. 

● Support student transition through 
the IEP process. 



Role of Case Manager
• Case Manager of students with an IEP: 

• Collaborates with General Education teacher, Special Education teacher, 
Paraprofessional and Administration in support of students’ academic programming and 
socio-emotional needs.

• Facilitates communication between school and home.
• Liaison between student, teacher, and other related service therapists.
• Schedules and facilitates IEP meetings in compliance to the Child Study Team 

functions.
• Provides intervention services for students in crisis.
• Maintains confidentiality for all students.



Academic Support
• Annual Review Meetings 
• Assist students with scheduling and program planning throughout high school; help students 

to see themselves as possessing unique talents and skills; and, connect them with coursework 
that is the best fit for them. 

• Link students to academic resources and supports within the Gloucester City School 
community. 

• Work in collaboration with a multidisciplinary team of professionals to maximize student 
success. 

• Communicate with students, teachers, and parents about how best to support students’ 
academic growth and development.



Social/Emotional Support
• Accessible to students to understand the nature of their social and emotional well-being, stress 

levels, etc. 
• Emphasize positive, self-care practices with students and speak with them about tools to 

manage their stress. 
• Counselors work collaboratively with other professionals in the building to support students’ 

individual needs in terms of their emotional well-being. 
• Counselors talk openly about mental health with our students and emphasize that mental 

health is a critical component of their overall health. 
• Follow up with students and parents, when applicable. 



Career/Post-Secondary Planning
• Provide career/post-secondary counseling and education to students and their families to 

plan for life after graduation. 
• We have an understanding that students have a variety of unique needs and goals relating 

to their life after high school; we work with students individually and we provide 
assistance with post-secondary plans and career paths, as appropriate. 

• We connect students to resources that help them explore their interests and personalities 
with the goal of having a fulfilling educational and career experience after their time at 
Gloucester City Public Schools.



Collaboration between teachers, parents, case managers, and related service providers is 
crucial to successful IEP implementation. Regular communication ensures student success.

Importance of Collaboration





IEPs

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TAmGWsZaJcQ&t=65


Current Placements
Supplemental Support

Supplemental aids and services include paraprofessional support, consultation model, and specialized 
equipment and materials.  All courses are instructed by a highly-qualified grade level

 or content area teacher.

In-Class Resource
A special education teacher collaboratively works with the general education teacher in the same classroom.   

● Modify general education curriculum if necessary for individual students 
● Pull small groups (teach, review or reteach concepts if needed) 



Current Placements
Resource Room

Small-group setting creates a learning environment with focused, individualized attention. It enables your child to have more opportunities for 
increased class participation and self-confidence

● Replacement for the general education classroom subject  
Covers the same content but at a different pace 

● Uses different strategies and materials based on students needs 
Self- Contained

A much more concentrated instructional and social-emotional program.   There are various and separate programs serving students with  
learning, developmental, and emotional difficulties.

Business Environment Structured Training Program (B.E.S.T)
Offers students the opportunity to focus on functional academic life skills, daily living skills, prevocational/vocational skills, and social 

interactions while improving their overall academic potential through Community Based Instruction (CBI). Work-Based Learning Experiences 
(WBL) are developed through exposure to interest-based job simulations and trades both on and off campus.



SEPAG

* Partnership for Student Success (NJPSS) *

Parental Rights 

Early Intervention Resources 

School and Family Based Resources

State’s Office of Special Education Website 

NJDOE Website

https://www.nj.gov/education/broadcasts/2023/mar/8/NJPSSResourceDocumentsforSpecializedPopulations.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/parents/ParentalRightsinSpecialEducation2023.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/health/fhs/eis/for-families/
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/parents/
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/index.shtml
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Department of Special Services

Our Website

https://www.gcsd.k12.nj.us/domain/25html


“If we only learn methods, we are tied to those methods, but if we 
learn principles, we can develop our own methods.”  

Ralph Waldo Emerson







Questions?

Future Session Topics
Please take a moment to complete 

Survey

https://forms.gle/EumNWQBQFw9qEykD6


THANK YOU FOR SPENDING TIME WITH US 
TONIGHT!

Next Meeting:
February 7, 2024


